11.1. MODULE CLM 0411: INTRODUCTION TOLAW
NOMINAL STUDY TIME: 90 HOURS
CREDITS: 9

11.1.1. PURPOSE
Equip learners with introductory knowledge of the legal profession and application
of its concepts and the complementally role it plays in understanding the legal

environment of business.

11.1.2. LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learners are equipped with appreciation of the concept of law, its sources, structure
and operation
11.1.3. MODULE CONTENT
UNIT 1
Defining law
The concept of law
b. The concept a legal system
c. The role and function of law in society
d. Characteristics of good law
e. Relationship law and morality; law and justice; law and politics and law and

economics
UNIT 2

Sources of law
a. Legislation- Law making process in Zimbabwe

b. Customary
c. Authoritative texts
d. Common Law

e. Law reports/ Precedents / Judge made rules



UNIT 3

Division of the law

a.Public and Private law
b.Substantive and procedural law

c.Criminal law and civil law

UNIT 4

The court structure
a.Civil courts
b.Criminal Courts

c.Specialised court and tribunals

UNIT 5

The legal profession in Zimbabwe
a.Legal practitioners

b.Judges

c.Magistrates

d. Prosecutors

e. Attorney-general’s office

UNIT 6

Outline of court procedures

a. Outline of criminal procedure
b. Outline of civil procedure

c. Enforcement of judgements
UNIT 7

Outline the structural arrangement of the administration of law

Hierarchy of the Judiciary system in Zimbabwe
b. Personnel of law administration in the Judiciary system

c. Institutions involved in the administration of law and their role.

UNIT 8

Zimbabwean Human Rights



11.1.4. EXAMINATION

Learners are expected to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the concept

and principle of law and how it operates.

11.1.5. RECOMMENDED READING MATERIAL
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Introduction to Zimbabwean Law by LovemoreMadhuku.
Learning the law, 11t Edition by Glanville Williams

The law making process 4t Edition by Zander Michael
Introduction to law, Zimbabwe Ministry of Justice.
Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment Act No 20
Customary law and legal Courts Act (Chapter 7:05)

Legal practitioners Act (Chapter 27:07)

Public Order and Security Act (Chapter11:17)



